
 

While exploring the wasteland that was once Soviet Russia, you’ll find a lot of abandoned stuff in the junk piles. But in particular, there must be a huge pile of VHS tapes because almost any time you come across one it is labelled in Russian and says “Adeus Lenin!” or “Goodbye Lenin!” It seems like this movie was filmed on VHS tape. And the reason it's called "Goodbye Lenin!" is because this film
has scenes from before and after German troops crushed Soviet Russia. It follows people living during Stalin's rule until 1989 when East Germany opened its borders to West Germany. When our hero, Alex, gets home from school one day, his mother comes in yelling that his father has collapsed at work. At the hospital the doctor tells him that he had a heart attack but he is alright. But when Alex
goes to get coffee for his dad in the cafeteria, the doctor tells him that they are letting Mr. Gruber go home. He was not alright! He hears this through a glass window and then runs out of there quickly because there are some secret police officers walking toward it. His parents decide to clean up everything before Alex's father gets home so they decide to throw out all of their VHS tapes including "Star
Wars". This is a big problem for Alex because he keeps watching the VHS tapes over and over again. He loves "Star Wars" so much that he starts to dress up like Darth Vader. In school, Alex's friend goes to the library and brings him some books about the Berlin Wall, but he ruins it by writing on all of them. In his English class, they have a contest where everyone has to say something meaningful but
Alex keeps getting distracted while trying to say it. His teacher says that she is going to ask his mother some questions about him and she does. She thinks Alex is a nice boy who makes people laugh and keeps asking her if he is a troublemaker... she answers, "no" to all of the questions. His teacher says that she does not understand why he is not getting an A but believes him when he says he did his
best. Alex's home life is quite different than his school life because his dad likes to wear sunglasses and has great posture. But he actually thinks Hitler was a good leader who turned Germany into a powerful force...he wears the glasses in order to hide all of the tears in his eyes when Alex tells him this. Mr. Gruber does have a career, but it's just fixing broken electronics that nobody knows how they
work anyway, so he doesn't get paid very much. He is still in debt to his boss because he has to pay all of his bills while his dad is sick. When Alex's mom gets home, she tells him how much she misses her own mom. The next day, while walking to school, Alex bumps into the head security guy for the secret police who is walking with a lady. They talk for a bit and notice one of them has a video
camera that they were using to film people's reactions. The guy takes it back and then puts it in the ladies bag so that she can film everything later. At lunchtime, Alex goes up on stage at school to get an award for being the most helpful kid in class...
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